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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—MID-SUMMER SELECTION 


Greene, Graham. The Heart the Matter. Viking. 


12, 1948. 306p. $3.00. 


The masterful narrative art, the strong sure perceptive 
the sensitive touch that suggests economy 
words mood and sound and setting with resultant photo- 
sraphic accuracy and, most notably, the genuine depth 
comprehension the presentation and development 
combine The Heart the Matter they 
did Labyrinthine Ways prove the excellence 
Graham Greene’s skill novelist. 
This study one man’s spiritual struggle when he, 
the victim circumstances evolving from 
sense responsibility secure the happiness 
the pitiful—the unloved, becomes, consequence, the 
equal victim intrigue, illicit love, blackmail, homicide, 
sacrilege and suicide. Step step, from his first erro- 
neous act his last, events multiply and converge 
enmesh him tissue lies that, finally, unable 
wound further the hearts his wife, his mistress his 
God, offers the gift his own damnation that they 
may free him forever. 


The tropical heat, seasonal rains and primitive way life 
West African coastal town, Burnside, during the last 
War, provide the background for this three book story 
Henry Scobie, Deputy Commissioner Police British 
colonial service. Fifteen years Burnside have taught 
Scobie understanding the inscrutable native mind and 
has remained untainted the atmosphere distrust 
and malice characteristic the type place. His sense 


responsibility for the welfare others, the core his 
administration justice, has won the respect the towns- 
folk—it excludes any thought personal gain. 


Yusef, 


the Syrian merchant and diamond runner, has learned 
the futility buying Scobie’s services. 


With marriage fourteen years before Scobie had embraced 
Catholicism. Now, for himself, desires nothing out- 
side death than remain the minor, used official, 
Burnside where had come “love beings 
nearly God loved them knowing the worst”. Life with 
Louise, his wife and direct antithesis, has become secret 
burden endured the strength his vows. When 
Scobie passed over for promotion the Commissioner- 
ship Louise, ambitious for him and stung the affront 
her pride, asks sent South Africa. then 
that Scobie, covering the apparent deficiencies be- 
hind his lack success and the failure his attempts 
borrow money buy her passage south, finds himself 
reduced the lie. From the first alibi, the incident 
the concealment contraband mail, out pity for 
captain, follows and compassion for Louise’s need 


drives him for money into the hands Yusef. 


The idea responsibility shifts after Louise’s departure 
Helen Rolt one group survivors sea warfare. 
Widowed ship-wreck, and thirty years his junior, her 
very helplessness draws him her. His desire ensure 
her happiness becomes all absorbing and, later, con- 
ceal the intimacy their relationship, Scobie’s lies mount 
proportionately. The inner conflict brought about the 
knowledge his sin and the hopelessness the case 
reaches graphic proportions with Louise’s return Burn- 
side. 

Countered the plot concerning Edmund Wilson 
Scobie’s position becomes that the quarry pursued 
Wilson, the secret service, attempts involve him 


member smuggling ring. figure while add- 
ing mystery the story presents also pitifully ludicrous 
one and balances the triangle affair grows love 
Louise. Simultaneously, Yusef waits and watches until 
Scobie making written declaration his love for Mrs. 
Rolt delivers himself blackmailed. 


Dramatic and gripping Greene’s work throughout, 
nothing compares the suspense maintained the last 
book Scobie battles against salvation. From the first 
moving, indirect pleadings Father Rank, prior 
Louise’s return, the last act despair the reader hopes 
against hope that the sinner will recant. This seems, 
thinks, his human conception, how Christ must watch 
and hope surveys the struggles men. 


The enormity the offence Scobie, unshriven, receives 
the sacrament powerfully conveyed. power 
most beautifully illustrated the plea Scobie’s con- 
science monologue makes last visit the 
church: “You say you love me, and yet you’ll this 
me—rob you for ever. made you with love. I’ve 
wept your tears. I’ve saved you from more than you will 

know; planted you this longing for peace only 
that one day could satisfy your longing and watch 
your And now you push away, you put 
out your reach. There are capital letters 
separate when talk together. not Thou but 
simply you, when you speak me; humble any 
other beggar. Can’t you trust you’d trust faithful 
dog? have been faithful you for two thousand 
years. All you have now ring bell, into 
box, Final perfection appears the de- 
scription the suicide itself. The earlier assurance 
the Portuguese captain, the contraband letter, that 
the prayers even sinners rise “at the moment Grace 
then prophecy his drugged mind “someone wan- 
dered, seeking get in, someone appealing for help, some- 
one need him. And automatically the call 
need, the cry victim, Scobie strung himself act”. 


This Scobie’s story. The major event his calculated 
death the structural summit framework steel 
riveted together the intense psychological effect each 
minor act and thought. Scobie’s case has shown how sur- 
face appearances belie the facts the heart the matter. 
the heart the matter that Graham Greene has 
probed presents the terrible responsibility the 
Catholic this inspired masterpiece. must read 
appreciated and should confined mature readers. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Berlin, Ellen Mackay. Lace Curtain. Doubleday. 
June 24, 1948. 375p. $3.00. 


This dangerous book review discuss; not be- 
cause the subject matter treated therein much the 
subjects themselves. one can read Lace Curtain and 
refrain from drawing conclusions, conclusions that may 
unfair and unjust. The publicized life the authoress 
and her marriage Irving Berlin quarter century ago 
well the sensationalized accounts the Mackay 
family that appear periodically might well induce 
reader believe that Lace Curtain is, the main, auto- 


biographical. one will ever able answer 
but Mrs. Berlin herself. Certainly the background 
novel autobiographical. The lives the 
are played out upon the stage great manor 
the south shore Long Island called “Pride’s Towe 
The house has been built, many them 
man whose fantastic fortune gained 
short space time has made him dominant 
finance and determined intruder into established 
ciety. The pattern familiar any those workd 
out the novels Edith Wharton wherein every 
acter easily identifiable with actual figure 
the press and the rotogravure. 


The family whose lives must spun, tangled, and 
tangled the Reardon family, Francis Xavier 
and his wife Mary, nee Sullivan. Reardon has created 
fortune from shops across the length 
America and has fashioned family eight from 
love existing between him and his wife. There are 
and Rita, Jerome and Jenny, Eugene and Bernadine, 
finally, Veronica and Vincent. With all their 
and acquired magnificence, they perfect 
there is: Bridie Reardon, sister Francis Xavier, 
and out the story and serves constantly 
the others their humble well holy start before 
advent wealth had undermined both their humility 
their holiness. The whole establishment 
the magnificence possible before the days the incom 
tax. There are rooms, Italian, Medieval, Renaissance 
jumbled together. There are chefs, governesses, butler 
gardeners and chauffeurs profusion. Strangely 
the midst all this, the family never loses its 
There are other families like the Reardons the 
Shore. There are the Sheas, the Murphys, the 
and also there are the old entrenched families 
estants not quite wealthy but infinitely more 
themselves and their predominance. The entire story 
built around the attempts the new wealthy Irish 
penetrate into the older and very closed circle. 

Frank and Rita the two oldest marry into Catholic 
and their marriages are successful. Jenny falls deeply 
love with Danny Moore but, because she only 
and going overseas the first World’s War, 
family opposes any marriage until the end the 
Danny killed and Jenny revolts. She revolts against 
authority, whether parental ecclesiastical 
finally marries George Orme one the old 
Protestant group. Her father not entirely opposed 
the match because his daughter breaking into 
that hitherto had seemed impregnable. The father furthe 
compromises his basic Catholicity refusing 
Eugene enter seminary and insisting that atten: 
Yale instead order make better contacts. 
becomes pitiful alcoholic, badly involved with the 
the anti-Semitic groups that rose America 
1930’s. the only base and mean character 
novel. Bernardine marries Andre Gasquet member 
old Catholic family New Orleans, family who 
already become facile compromising its Catholicity 


the sake social advancement. 


Veronica Reardon the reason for the abo 
her that the plot revolves and from her experien 
particularly that the moral the tale can 
educated convent school the Jersey hills. 
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15, 1948 Hale 


brief struggle when her father attempts send her 
fashionable non-sectarian school. combination 
wife, sister, and daughter too much for him. Veronica 
deeply religious while under the wing the school and 
the protection her family but she loses her sense 
direction when she begins move out society. She 
meets and instantly attracted James Stair whose 
family’s fortune was made the days when record 
the manner the making was kept. Veronica and 
Jamie are sound enough realize they cannot make 
and separate. goes off California and Veronica 
joins Bernardine resident Paris. She attracted 
wealthy and titled young Englishman and comes very 
close marrying him. Finding that Jenny ready for 
divorce, Veronica comes even closer disillusionment 
throwing away her innocence. She finds that Bernar- 
dine carrying clandestine affair and terror lest 
she too involved she returns again America. 
home she takes once more with Billy Shea “one 
her own” and time they are engaged. One week be- 
fore the publications the banns, she sees Jamie once 
again and suddenly knows that she must marry him. The 
engagement broken and Veronica and Jamie, while 
agreeing separate for entire year, are determined 
marriage. 


Both the families are opposed. The Reardons having 
seen the collapse Jenny’s marriage fear another such 
The Stairs have innate dislike and distaste for 
any thing that Irish and/or Catholic. The Reardons 
attempt make Jamie feel home although just 
strange the Catholic circle Veronica his. 
The Stairs, the other hand, everything possible 
make Veronica feel ill ease. She made feel 
complete outsider reason her family, her education 
and her religion. Nothing can keep the pair apart and 
consents marriage before priest. refuses 
consent his sons being raised Catholics because 
Stair has ever been Catholic. Veronica persuades 
him sign the promises with the understanding that 
sons are born the promise will ignored that the 
will Protestants. Jamie balks the dishonesty the 
Basically honest, cannot comprehend the 
initial dishonesty which the match based. The dis- 
honesty leaves him uncertain throughout all his married 
life. The crisis not first resolved because the first 
child girl, christened “Regina” face all the Stair 
opposition name obviously Catholic. During all 
their married life there duel going between Mrs. 
Stair, Jamie’s mother, and Veronica and they are evenly 
matched. When son born, Veronica again goes back 
her promise Jamie and insists the boy being raised 
Catholic. Jamie consents and his 
there added resentment. feels that Veronica’s in- 
sistence Catholic upbringing for the boy not based 
much solicitude for his religious welfare 
determination win victory over the Protestant mother- 
The two draw farther and farther apart Jamie 
shut out the religious life the two children and 
their mother. The second World’s War used termi- 
nate the novel together with the death Mrs. Reardon, 
the last link that the family has with stability and 
The story itself has conclusion. Veronica and Jamie 
separated the war live hope finding way 
reconstitute their marriage. 


The style the book leaves much desired. 
recites the tale series flashbacks that are times 
difficult follow. The dialogue distracting for half 
contained within quotations while the other 
the manner Strange Interlude, set down with 
reference the speaker. This entails some backtracking 
the part the reader discover the speaker and the 
trend the speaker’s thought. 


The story, however, interesting enough more than 
recompense for the irregularity style. Indeed, the style 
the least important thing the book. The reader 
impelled hurry arrive the final evolution 
the novel and becomes almost oblivious the distractions 
the style. Mrs. Berlin recaptures the dreams and the 
joys childhood perfectly. Her background almost 
flawless. Her description the Protestant outlook 
Irish Catholics actual and true. Even the attempt 
Mrs. Stair upset Veronica the introduction 
Freudian psychoanalyist with his talk reflexes and com- 
pensations substitutes for reflection and compunction 
true life. Mrs. Berlin writes with reticence that 
refreshing and pleasing the same time. good 
watch her skirt the dark alleyways often frequented 
writers the same subject marriage and marital 
infidelities. Above all the moral the book one that 
stands out clearly and must The moral 
“marry your own” for the trial religious differences 
added the great sacrifices that marriage entails the 
marriage will very likely founder. addition, Mrs. Berlin 
shows quite clearly that any attempt compromise with 
other than Catholic standards can only lead heartache, 
bitterness and despair. 


The novel recommended for adults and for those 
high school level. 
Rev. William Noé Field, 
Seton Hall College, 
South Orange, 


* * * 


Hale, Garth. The Victory Paul Kent. Dutton. 
July 14, 1948. 317p. $3.00. 


Here mild story about Methodist minister, written 
the tradition Harold Bell Wright. Married and with 
two children, Paul Kent lucky enough called from 
his graduate work Drew University the temporary 
charge thriving congregation the Middle 
West, instead serving starving apprenticeship rural 
village churches. There finds favor with the 
strongest parishioner, Dr. Laban Ware, who time pre- 
sents him with car and assures him become the 
permanent pastor. Unfortunately, Dr. Ware’s son, bril- 
liant young brain surgeon who saves Brother Kent’s 
child from certain death, involved with one the Sun- 
day School teachers, and rather than marry her tries the 
old way out embarrassment killing her. Whereupon 
Paul Kent, who has been her confidence and who 
crossed their path the night the murder, has decide 
whether the sacredness the confessional, plus his friend- 
ship for the father, plus the distastefulness having the 
whole affair spread across the newspapers, justifies keeping 
his own counsel, whether his duty denounce the 
probable murderer and thereby face certain loss his 
parish. Not until the wrong man seems certain 


> 
—* 
member 
who 
holicity 
aken. 


convicted does Kent win his victory. His material reward 
transfer little rural church with monthly stipend 


$45.00. 


The story and its presentation are very slight and highly 
patterned. Neither plot nor characters carry conviction. 
What interesting the background Methodist belief, 
practice and church polity, and these the reader hopes 
have been accurately and honestly presented. For ex- 
ample, the whole machinery appointments 
oughly developed, and the activities the Annual Con- 
ference described with humor and appreciation. So, too, 
the weight which congregational 
the democracy which characterizes 
carries the success failure the ministry, involving 
lead and guide, keep everybody happy middle 
the road policy. 


More startling are the inevitable hesitancies and doubts, 
springing from the Methodist structure itself, which beset 
the young minister when confronted with wrong-doing, 
and the mildness and tentative groping with which 
indicates course followed when abortion, suicide, 
murder and retribution confront him. The Catholic 
reader looks the page twice when Methodist service 
opens with Schubert’s Ave Maria; though not sur- 
prised have the question ritual ritual open up, 
the verdict its favor different. Accustomed ac- 
ceptance the sacredness the confessional, that same 
Catholic reader looks the minister’s inner struggle over 
telling not telling what came him confidence 
much ado about nothing, though slightly amused 
see the old 
under the newer phrase “the greater 


The publishers tell this the author’s third novel, and 
that Bachelor Divinity from Drew University, 
the Methodist seminary whose campus setting for the 
opening chapter. Mr. Hale probably has experienced 
second-hand the doubts and misgivings which 
beset his main character. gentleman, however, 
and does not defend Methodism castigating other 
creeds. Both his saints and his sinners come from his own 
fold. His superficial little story not likely find its 
way into Catholic libraries, though could little more 
there than strengthen the Catholic’s belief that his Church 
has solved these problems more effectively. 

Helen Butler, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Hartley, With Crooked Lines. Bruce. 


1948. 288p. $3.00. 


Here slight number which, for all its sincere intentions 
and correct moral standards, will cause but very little 
splash bookish waters. the kind novel that the 
would misnomer typical “Catholic” read- 
ing simply because its favorite son around whom the lesser 
moons revolve Irish clergyman with delivery 
dogmatic homilies punctual vending machine. 
Plot situations and characters—excepting the aforemen- 
tioned Father Shannon—are naive cotton candy, 
and though adolescents may overlook such deficiencies, 
doubt that the average adult will 


Hartley Waugh 


Best 15, 


Dennis 
hired 
with 
colon 
movies 


face 


The story essentially vehicle for gathering the 
anthropic young brain surgeon Stanley Updike (as 
cable his name) into the true fold, 
reasoning and sweet thing named Paula Shannon, 
the priest. sort passive agnostic, the 
able scientist was hardly searching for God when 
Paula aboard the train Corpus Christi. But she 
become, indirectly, the key his conversion 
Naval base where had offered his talents 
a-year civilian. 

The circle with which Stanley hobnobs the base 
motley group culled obviously lend cross-section 
personalities the scene. There the brash and 
less Lt. Reynolds, he-wolf the crowd; Markos 
lubricated, unaccountably cordial Greek merchant; 
like Docteur Jules Dubois, French research exper When 
Charles Quinn, the likeable engineer and rival for Paul 
affections; Madeleine Pringle, successful career 
with leanings toward matrimony; Gonzalez, 
protégée Calypso; withered Miss Hedges, head th: 
lab where Paula works; and course the 


crombie 


hangs 
passes Sir 
Dennis 


Father Peter. ala Holly 
Their behavior conventional enough make virtue rob 
like pretty cold potatoes. But when ing. Her 
does get the upper hand, the results are slightly majored 
Such high spots are Madeleine’s proposal cosmeticia 


(strictly honorable, course); the Gonzalez’ shooting her but 
Calypso and subsequent escape; and Lt. Reynolds’ there 
bed repentance for his sins the flesh 


paramour and thereby making legal mother with borr 


Through every misadventure Stanley remains the that 
and scholar, always managing emerge the hero, plete that 
the extent solving the stock difficulties his pros rall 
father-in-law’s bank. Whatta man! Senior 
clear from the abounding clichés, lack characte 
depth, and general constraint that Mr. Hartley has not 


loyboy’s 
her 
money 


eased into the harness the veteran novelist, 
there seems question that his efforts are harmles 
enough for any age. However, there one minor point 
which would cross swords with him—and the 


creasing number other authors who have lately con 
prone use the same tactics. That the present mode ligible, 
painting the ordained minister disbursing heavenly not 


not 
author 
the good 
dry rot 


ance while sipping bourbon and sweet. Why labor ove 
making the priest such jolly good Somehow 
picture doesn’t exactly complement vision 
divine succession. 


Lois Slade, long-conti 

Dubuque, Iowa cor 

Waugh, Evelyn. The Loved One. Little, queries 
June 23, 1948. 164p. $2.50. 


there 
many oth 
mea 
mendable 
will 


Death and love are weighty and even awesome topics 
the repertoire any serious writer. And Waugh 
serious writer—his comic satire the piercing thrust that 
lays bare otherwise well-fleshed skeleton, 
the hide deceit from seemly carcass lay bare the} 
mouldering stuff within, that opens the whited 
reveal the noisome contents. this case has writ 


Barley, 
June 


ten death and love, not man faces them but he} 
defaces them with covering shroud, 
them the whited sepulcher that passes for 
among the materialistic these utilitarian and 


sounds 
not 


ducing United States. moving, 


EST 15, 1948 Barley 
the Barlow young English poet, some note personal story; the story how, young single woman 
(as the critics, whose only published work has been who had dabbled various kinds journalism 
out the backwaters military service, now tistic activities, she was moved, following casual conver- 
advisor filmed version Shelley’s life. There 1945 find baby adopt. the story her 
hen with Sir Francis Hinsley, once doyen the English search for the baby that she would know instinct 
she colony but rapidly slipping and doomed cinematic needed her most, and her return with him the 
avoid Sir Francis’ fate Dennis quits the United States. 
movies for “The Happier Hunting The Publisher’s blurb emphasizes the amusing side the 
Ground”, rendering pets the type book—and all written with wit and style, and good 
base that more pretentious prototype Whispering deal extremely funny. Ann Barley had desire 
Glades renders their human This loss pose altruist, and her passionate endeavors 
and sufficient oust Dennis from the English colony prevent the men and women she meets from discovering 
typified the blatantly bootlicking Ambrose Aber- what she has really come Europe for, and the way she 
ant; and the members the Cricket Club. constantly caught out her pretence being ac- 
When Megalo Studios fails renew Sir Francis’ contract credited newspaper correspondent makes hilarious read- 
for Paul: hangs himself and Dennis goes Whispering ing. does her description her successful registration 
arrange the customary funerary activities. And thus the baby boy Parisian hotel for American business- 
Sir Francis—he was but the vehicle that carries men the ground that “small businessman”. 
Dennis Whispering Glades. Here with hammer and does the picture all and sundry falling victim the 
chisel Mr. Waugh lights into the American mortician baby’s charms, the toughest and the most hardboiled 

ala Hollywood whose role that type culture merely vying with each other help young “Patrick” his first 
virtue rob death its sting and deprive all its mean- difficult months frightening world. “Patrick” really 
ing Here Dennis meets Aimee Thanatogenos who had Germain Michel, but becomes “Patrick” because Danny 
majored Beauticraft college and who was now and Peter, two profiting the black market Paris, 
Whispering Glades. fell love with but softhearted toward Ann and the baby, decide that 
shooting her but her entire rearing had been materialistic that when grows the United States will “probably 
Ids’ there remained only the shell human being, incapable pitch for the and pitcher needs good short 
recognizing reciprocating love. Dennis woos Aimee name such Mike Pat. 

tend But make mistake, this book not one more comic, 

that direction. Here ignorance, however, was escapist literature. factual record con- 
hero, plete that_she the attributing ditions Europe during winter that makes one think 
his Dennis. Aimee’s other suitor was Mr. Joybov, the Dark Ages. are spared nothing. tiny trivial 
Senior Mortician the Glades, who wooed her with smil- incident gives one blinding glimpse the destitution 
ing cadavers, very tender touch one the people: Ann Barley gives amusing account 
The triangle evolved into silly impasse the man who came give her French conversation lessons, 
which Aimee was able solve only suicide and how would keep her “the time the train for 
loyboy’s embalming table. Dennis and Paris” and “visit the Opera” when she wanted learn 
Vivian, who had once been capable and fashionable Pari- 
comic satire, eminently readable and fairly sian lawyer. the end the lesson, “as swung open the 
mode The Loved One does not paint pretty picture. door into room was astonished catching sad old 
enly not for the squeamish nor for the unobservant. Monsieur Vivian gesture swift, darting 
labor not wholly good book since, achieve his effect, the humming bird’s. had just hooked package Philip 
author was forced distort some his characters, even Morris from beside purse. From the look his 
good ones. But the effect there—the picture the eyes, hated being cheap. Still, the lightening-swift paw 

rot human personality which the logical result argued that did again and again.” 


with borrowed verse since his own Muse does not 


st, though 


heartrending fact speak for itself. She relates, with 


their significance. The style typically Waugh, maybe 
not his best but sufficiently good hold the grotes- 
deserve. There much that quotable the book and 
topics in} there multitude penetrating minor shafts sped 
augh many other directions but those are only the accessories 
meatier dish. the whole the book recom- 
hat mendable adults though there are many whose tastes 
bare will not fit. 
has writ 
but 
sounds too good true: completely adult story, 
not any means for children, normal, intelligent, witty, Ann Barley never pities herself, though she 
realistic, and profoundly good. Ann Barley’s tensely, her noble mission, from Europe’s cold and 


full appreciation its vileness, the seducing young 
French girls She speaks, dispassionately enough, 
the complete indifference the Army authorities 
the plight these girls and their poor babies, since the 
Army reasons that anything was done for them would 
encourage immorality! The effect the picture ap- 
palling. The description the children she sees what 
one might expect, some indomitable, some, like baby 
Colette, “with dead eyes”—Colette who died just Ann 
had come the conclusion that she was the baby for her 
Barley, Ann. Patrick Calls Mother. adopt. Because all these things are told unemo- 
1948. 227p. $2.75. tionally, yet truly, such sensitive woman, can 
see result the war that should never forgotten. 


| 


Kel 


damp, the extent getting serious illness. 
gallant book and gallant story wonderfully un- 
selfish desire bring happiness child, and very 
interesting its comments “adoption” and its belief 
that not any unfortunate child would do, but that there 
would established sense kinship the sight the 
right child. “Mommy” and Patrick finally get back the 
and the book ends with telegram Patrick from Ann 
Barley’s guide, philosopher and friend from Paris, Jim 
Arthur, telling him “Look after Mommy. Uncle Jim”. 
Who says fairy tales don’t come true? 

Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville College the 

Sacred Heart, 
New York City 


American Arbitration: Its History, 


Kellor, Frances. 
Harper. July 14, 


Functions and Achievements. 
1948. 262p. $3.00. 


Few developments recent years are promise-laden 
arbitration for the solution various types economic 
conflict, whether the local, national, international 
sphere. this work the first vice-president the 
American Arbitration Association have pioneer at- 
tempt inform the public the arbitration movement 
with view enlarging the scope its service. 


Many readers will not have even heard the Association 
and will enthusiastic over the potentialities this 
youthful and rapidly growing organization for bringing 
peace age great conflicts. Many readers too, 
the mention the word arbitration, will have thought 
only labor-management relations. They will im- 
pressed finding that the term generic with multitude 
applications almost every sphere controversy 
among two more parties. 


This present treatise tells the story the development 
the concept arbitration, its increased utilization, its 
growth into science with well-defined procedures, its 
institutionalization and its future possibilities. 


Those who cherish the idea free enterprise operating 
free society with minimum governmental inter- 
vention will welcome the type arbitration discussed 
this book: voluntary arbitration freely elected the con- 
tending parties, not arbitration made compulsory the 
State. Miss Kellor well defines it, “arbitration re- 
mains the voluntary agreement states persons 
submit their differences judges their own choice and 
bind themselves advance, accept the decisions 
judges, chosen, final and binding. This natural 
right self-regulation precious possession demo- 
cratic society, for embodies the principles independ- 
ence, self-reliance, equality, integrity, and responsibility, 
all which are inestimable value any community.” 


the tradition the distinguished leaders the legal, 
educational, business, and labor world who have been 
developing the institution arbitration, the writer care- 
fully distinguishes arbitration from conciliation and media- 
tion, which have compromise their Arbitration, 
the other hand, aims justice. The arbitrator does 
not discourage settlements the parties outside his court, 
but not his function promote such agreements, nor 
can safely encourage them without 


15, 


lor 
position absolute neutrality. From this must number 
supposed that the author guilty multiplying work 
arbitrators. the contrary, she believes that Americ 
succeeds best when preventive, when provisions organi 
its ultimate use are incorporated into contracts. 
ence has demonstrated that the very incorporation for 
clause promotes trust and good will both sides 


increases the efficiency collective bargaining. 


After brief historical introduction which she 
that even the ancient Greeks made use arbitration, structt 
Kellor devotes large portion her work the 
the American Arbitration Association from the union 
the Arbitration Society America and the has actual 
Foundation 1926 and the evolution this 
with its various tribunals and panels thousands 
arbitrators serving civil and commercial interests, seen 
relations, the insurance business, air transport, the 
picture industry, the fur trade, and even law 
interests. The sound development the Association rules 
flects the thoughtful contributions the best 
minds working out instrument supplying the 
has wisely kept itself clear ideological attachments 
schools economic theory; has concentrated 
arbitration work the reduction conflicts costing evidenc 
public much money, many lives, and bitter tears. 
Association has also found the formula for indefinite The 

cial Arbitration Commission serving the 
republics, and Canadian-American Commercial 
tration Commission constituting perhaps the first 


private international arbitration agreement which 
serve model for future agreements among other 
The American Arbitration Association 
member the International Commercial decision 


Committee created 1946 during conference called Looking 
the International Chamber Commerce. pes: 
Considerable space devoted the necessity and arbitra 
process building rules procedure for for 
cases, without which confidence the contracting ciples, 
the attainment justice would considerably 
ened. The functions administrators, clerks, and author 
trators are discussed some detail. The problems 
recruiting capable personnel and financing the that will 
tion are considered. Today, the Association Concrete 
profit society stands monument the action 
ness leaders affairs who have been generous Perhaps 
their time. Arbitration activities have been carried even 
with minimum cost the parties involved. conscious 
problems treated Miss Kellor are the shaping advan 
tional curricula equipping men for the role portant 
and the education the public the advantages vancemen 
tration through publication the Association’s 
tion Journal. 

Hoping for expanded usefulness the principle 

tration future years, the author looks the 
Nations and its subsidiaries for the promotion and Stimson, 
tion this plan for the elimination international 
The failure the League Nations with its 
tempts this field she attributes lack the 
and education proper procedures. She anticipates observes 


tion other nations complementing the work but what 
years 


Research Institute for the Advancement the 
Arbitration sponsored the American Association. 
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number features add the value the book 
work: chronology events the development 
American and international arbitration, list men 
organizations who have contributed American arbi- 
set rules, arbitration clauses, and code 
for arbitrators. 


The writer confines herself almost exclusively positive 


arbitration and its possibilities. The reader will 


naturally have questions touching fundamental points 
structure she has erected. One question regards the 
nature arbitration, which she describes judicial 
phrase reminding that the legal profession 
has actually taken the leadership the elaboration 
procedure. Although Miss Kellor decries any 
efort put arbitration practice “legal strait 
vet seems that she does not really sense the danger 
lawyers’ transferring their litigious tendencies from courts 
law courts arbitration. The emphasis upon iron- 
dad rules procedure and the possibility appeals from 
the decision the arbitrator when has not followed 
all the rules may nullify the most valuable character- 
arbitration, which the reposing confidence 
the arbitrator with disposition protect him 
initiative and control the whole process investigation 
evidence. 


The aim arbitration has been well defined “justic 
but might asked what chance even skilled arbitrat 
would have settling modern complicated cases indus- 
trial relations strict justice—for the accountants huge 
corporations and labor unions are themselves often 
loss interpret all the factors involved settlement. 
inevitable that many prudent arbitrators will often 
make their decisions not only the light justice but 
the light compromise, anticipating the influence their 
decision the preservation the peace. 


’ 
or 


Looking now the international field, one cannot help 
pessimistic concerning the immediate applicability 
arbitration the settlement the more important 
for arbitration implies sharing aims 
ciples, and today ideological conflicts are too grave and 
permit settlements. Nevertheless, the 
author implies, the habit arbitration developed less 
important areas will provide precedent and experience 
that will make its adoption more likely wider fields. 

Concrete illustrations various kinds arbitration 
action would have helped sell the idea larger public. 
Perhaps the author can prevailed upon prepare 
even popular presentation that will make all Americans 
conscious the possibilities instrument worthy 
advanced civilization and freighted with such im- 
portant hopes for our future peace, security, and ad- 


vancement. 
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and Stimson, Henry and McGeorge Bundy. Active 
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the Introduction this book Henry Stimson wisely 
observes that “history often not what actually happened 
but what recorded such”. Here then effort 
what actually happened during Stimson’s long 
public service. interesting and truly re- 


Stimson 


vealing account that gives real insight into forty years 
American history. 

After his retirement 1945 Secretary War Stimson 
did not feel equal the task writing his memoirs. 
Research into his private diaries which already comprised 
scores volumes, delving into official government records, 
interviews with the personalities involved—all this was 
too much for gentleman seventy-eight years. While 
delegated these assignments McGeorge Bundy, who 
has done the actual writing, Stimson approved each page 
representative his own personal view. Today not 
few speeches and books public figures are ghost written. 
characteristic Henry Stimson man that what 
virtually his autobiography has been written the 
third person Harvard fellow. 


Few citizens have ever served their country many 
distinguished positions Stimson. Beginning 1906 
United States Attorney for the Southern District New 
York carried out Teddy Roosevelt’s trust busting 
cies successfully prosecuting the American Sugar Refin- 
ing Company and the New York Central Railroad. 
President Taft’s Secretary War, came know and 
admire the Army. During Wilson’s second term 
volunteered for the Army which had once ad- 
ministered and rigorous training and steady application 
rose from major colonel. 


The Armistice made him private citizen again for few 


hen the Philippines Governor General, which office 
resigned become Secretary State Hoover’s 
cabinet. many issues Hoover and Stimson did not 
see eye One these was the payment the 
international war debts which Stimson’s opinion should 
have been cancelled order revive international trade. 
But his years Secretary State will chiefly remem- 
bered for his unequivocal stand against Japanese aggres- 
sion Manchuria. had been able muster public 
opinion home and Great Britain and France had been 
willing follow the leadership offered the far-sighted 
American Secretary State, World War would have 
been nipped the bud. But American isolationism and 
British and French compromise encouraged the Japanese 
adopt program that led straight Pearl Harbor. 


t 


Stimson consistently maintained that nation must place 
righteousness above peace. Observing the steady march 
Nazi aggression opposed, his capacity private 
citizen, the neutrality legislation and promoted compul- 
sory military training. When President Roosevelt asked 
him, life-long Republican, become Secretary War 
Democratic cabinet, was much surprised 
anyone. But seeing another opportunity 
country, accepted. 


Half this book devoted the five years spent 
Roosevelt’s cabinet. Here impossible even sum- 
marize these eventful years but some facts are worthy 
special notice. December 16, 1940—nearly whole 
year before Pearl Harbor—Stimson, Knox, General Mar- 
shall and Admiral Stark agreed that our country would 
drawn into the war eventually (p. 366). Stimson be- 
lieved that F.D.R. should have given more positive leader- 
ship our people during 1941. November 27, 1941, 
Cordell Hull told Stimson that was washing his hands 
Japanaese diplomacy and that Japanese-American re- 
lations were now the hands the Army and the Navy. 


; 


The major responsibility for Pearl Harbor rested 
Kimmel and Short because they were not alert they 
had been warned be. The Japanese achieved only 
tactical success their strategic folly pushing the 
United States into the war. promoted the invasion 
France the logical move against Germany and 
strongly opposed the North African and Italian cam- 
paigns which were dear the was also 
deadly set Morgenthau Plan for Germany and, 
although lost the first round the Secretary the 
Treasury, the plan ultimately adopted was the one advo- 
cated Stimson. 

September 11, 1944 Stimson was already seriously con- 
cerned over Roosevelt’s physical appearance and came 
realize that the President’s health was rapidly declining. 
this regard, astonishing note that F.D.R. went 
the Crimea February 1945 because the doctors for- 
bade Stalin make long voyage account his 
fragile health. But Joe still thriving. Soon after Yalta 
became apparent that the Russians did not intend 
honor their commitments and Russian-American relations 
began deteriorate. was the Russians who ended our 
wartime friendship. any appeasement must 
give them the chance see the error their ways. The 
chapter the atomic bomb has aroused widespread 
comment but the reviewer was disappointing because 
appeared approve total warfare. 

his long career Stimson was intimately associated with 
many famous men and has not hesitated give his 
candid evaluation their abilities. For Teddy Roosevelt 
had the greatest admiration. Elihu Root was the 
ablest man ever knew. Taft was political leader 
but remained judge all his life. The warm respect 
had for Smith later grew affection. Hoover had the 
greatest capacity for assimilating and organizing informa- 
tion any man ever met. Churchill differed 
sharply yet they remained good friends. F.D.R. was the 
poorest administrator ever served under respect 
orderly procedure and routine performance yet was 
the best Commander-in-Chief the United States ever had 
and his judgment the main issues the war was al- 
ways vigorous and sound and guided very strong 
faith the future our country. General MacArthur 
was extraordinarily brilliant officer but sometimes tact- 
less; while “Vinegar Joe” Stilwell established matchless 
record devotion duty and professional 
prisingly little said about Eisenhower but General Mar- 
shall the finest soldier Stimson ever knew. 

most books reminiscences the author cast 
prophet who possesses the remarkable knack always 
making the correct decisions. this respect Active 
Service Peace and War refreshingly different. Time 
and again Stimson shows how the turn events caused 
him alter his opinions and policies 
this human and personal element this readable book 
that distinguishes appealing biography great 
American statesman. 


Harry Koenig, 
St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 
Mundelein, 
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Eaton, Evelyn, and Edward Roberts Moore. 
Pilgrimage. Harper. Apr. 14, 


Like the Morning Rising and White Noon 
Van Sweringen, Heart Pilgrimage novel 
the full and interesting life Mother Seton. The 
Episcopalian novelist Evelyn Eaton and 
ward Roberts Moore, the pastor St. Peter’s Church 

New York, where Elizabeth Seton was received into 
Catholic faith, have tried present true picture 
extraordinary American woman and the social 
which she lived. The characters, incidents and 
which they created have helped make readable 
inspiring story. Heart Pilgrimage will probably 
many who have not seen the longer and more 
biographies White and Barbery. This work 
serve, therefore, increase the number devoted 

into her character from this novel. matter 
Mother Seton herself seems little less real and 
mote here than she does the more straightforward 

graphical accounts, although the scenes New 
Italy, and Maryland are very real and 
portrait Will Seton, her husband, strikes 
the greatest original contribution the novel. 
itual friendship Antonio Filichi and the young wide 
delicately drawn, but perhaps allowed appear 
greater influence her conversion and particularly 
subsequent life than was truly the case. hoped 
those who have been introduced Mother Seton 
pleasant way will pleased learn more her 
the biographies and from her own delightful and deep 
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spiritual letters. 19, 1948 
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Catholic University hood and 
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